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Lecture Annotation:  

Kathleen Raine (1908-2003) was the author of twelve collections of poetry and a critic with a 

particular interest in Blake and Yeats. Much of her work can be read as a response to the modern 

condition of alienation from the spiritual. There is a tension in her poetry between this 

condition, where the world is conceived of only in terms of the physical, and the mystical 

tradition Raine found in the work of Plato, Blake and Yeats. Other poems by Raine do describe 

personal experience of the spiritual or recount other people’s experiences. Although powerful, 

these are often portrayed as momentary occurrences. As such, there are many poems that can 

be described as ‘poems of longing’, where there is a desire to cross the borders of the ‘bounded 

self’ and connect with the divine in others, the divine in nature, and the divine in oneself. 

Although more commonly associated with her poems about the natural world, Raine also wrote 

poetry about the city and the built environment, enabling connections to be made with other 

20th century poets such as David Gascoyne whose work also engages with the modern condition 

of alienation, the spiritual and the built environment. 

 

About the author: 

 

Dr. Rowan Middleton works as a lecturer in English and Creative Writing at the University of 

Gloucestershire, UK. He has published on Alice Oswald’s long poem Dart and Edward 

Thomas’ mystical poetry. In his biography Rowan says: „I love the ways in which literature 

and creative writing allow us to explore ourselves and the world around us. I’m particularly 

fascinated by the relationship between poetry and the environment. This interest has grown out 

of my enthusiasm for literature in general and my love of the outdoors. In the classroom, I 

particularly enjoy it when discussion and debate lead to new insights on a text.” 

 

Membership of professional bodies 

Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment (UK and Ireland) 

National Association of Writers in Education 

 

Teaching and research 

Rowan has taught Creative Writing (poetry), English Literature (literary language, American 

literature, the short story) and English Language. His research focuses on Ecopoetry (Creative 

Writing) and Ecocriticism (English Literature). 
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